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PURPOSE: To prevent production of pseudo contour and 
generation of unique stripe pattern generated when a 
picture is processed by the error spread method by using 
a threshold level fluctuated periodically as a threshold 
level when an input picture data is quantized and 
controlling the quantity of an error to be corrected in 
response to the characteristic of the picture. 

CONSTITUTION: A spread error from a line buffer 6 is 
added to an input picture data inputted from a picture 
input section 1 at an adder section 2. Then a 
multi-value processing section 3 applies multi-value 
processing. The multi-value processing section 3 applies 
the multi-value processing by using 3 threshold levels 
simultaneously. When the absolute value of the 
difference of the threshold level of the 3 combinations 
is selected small, the result of the n-value processing 
is close to the case of binarizing process and when the 
absolute value is selected large, the effect of the 
n-value processing is increased. A multiplier section 8 
multipliers an error sent from a difference calculation 
section 4 with a coefficient a sent from an edge 
detection section 9. Thus, the spread error is increased 
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